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WASHINGTON, D.C. — A Con-

" gressional = subcommittee has

wrapped up hearings on computer
and communications security and
privacy by recommending the estab-
lishmient of a national commission to
investigate a range of computer-re-
lated problems. S

The recommendation was one of
several presented at ‘a press confer-
ence last Wednesday by Rep. Dan

Glickman (D-Kan.), chairman of the |

House Science and Technology Sub-
committee on Transportation, Avia-
tion and Materials, and Rep. Bill Car-
ney (R-N.Y.), ranking subcommittee
minority member. )

The two congressmen, whose sub-

committee has conducted a year-long -
~ investigation into computer security

problems in the government and the
private sector, released a report pre-
pared by the Congressional Research
Service of the Library of Congress.

" The report maintains that insuffi-
- cient attention is paid by the federal
‘government to the growing problems

of computer crime, privacy and unau-
thorized access of data bases.
Commenting on the findings of the
subcommittee, Glickman accused the
government of paying *good lip ser-
vice” to these issues without taking
proper action to prevent what he
called ‘“‘catastrophes in this country

waiting to happen both in and out of

"~ government.” L

- Besides calling for a national com- - -
mission, he listed several other steps
to correct this situation:
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@ The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) should *‘provide a fo-

" &us” for computer and telecormmuni-
. cations security and privacy activi-
_ ties within government, including

the preparation of a manual to give
agencies guidance in planning and

" implementing security measures.

m “An intensive [security] train-

ing effort is needed in this country
_for both computer users and security

personnel. ... The federal govern-
ment ought to be involved in that, the
National Science Foundation [and]
universities.” _

m OMB should establish security
data classification to protect sensi-
tive computer data. .

@ The National Bureau of Stan-
dards should be given the resources
to certify security methods and sys-
tems for - government and private
computer users.

Glickman said that if the adminis-.
tration does not adopt the national
commission plan he will push the
idea legislatively. )
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